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The designation “Gymnodinium pellucidum (E.C.Herdman) Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray” (in Flø 
Jørgensen & al. 2004: 362), nom. inval. for Amphidinium pellucidum E.C.Herdman would have 
been illegitimate as the name was previously occupied by Gymnodinium pellucidum Wulff (1919: 
107, pl. 1: fig. 2), but the intended combination was invalid as the place of publication of the 
basionym was not indicated by the authors as required by ICN Art. 41.5 (Turland & al. 2018).  
 
The name Gymnodinium venator was proposed for the designation “Gymnodinium pellucidum 
(E.C.Herdman) Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray” in a Corrigendum (Flø Jørgensen & Murray 2004: 
1181) to avoid publishing a later homonym. However, this latter name while valid, is superfluous 
(although not illegitimate as it was formed from a legitimate generic name; Art. 52.4), but incorrect 
as it included in synonymy a valid, legitimate and thus available name, Amphidinium subsalsum 
Biecheler (1952: 26, fig. VI). We here propose a new combination for this taxon. 
 
Gymnodinium subsalsum (Biecheler) Sh.Murray & Guiry, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Amphidinium subsalsum Biecheler Bulletin Biologique de France et de Belgique. 
Supplément 36: 26, fig. VI, 1952. 

Registration: http://phycobank.org/104724 
Type locality: “Mare aux Pieux” [Étang de Thau, Hérault, Occitania, Mediterranean France]. 
Synonym: Gymnodinium venator Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray, 2004: 1181, nom. superfl. 
Designation: “Gymnodinium pellucidum (E.C.Herdman) Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray” (in Flø 
Jørgesen & al. 2004: 362), nom. inval. 

Note: Should future taxonomic studies establish that Amphidinium subsalsum Biecheler is not 
synonymous with “Gymnodinium pellucidum” sensu Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray, then the cause 
of the superfluity of Gymnodinium venator Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray would be removed, and 
this would become a correct name with nomenclatural priority (see Turland 2019: 64 and Art. 
52.4). The type of Gymnodinium venator Flø Jørgensen & Sh.Murray is the type of Amphidinium 
pellucidum E.C.Herdman, described from beach sand at Port Erin, Isle of Man (Herdman 1922: 
27, fig. 7). 

 
Many thanks to Wolf-Henning Kusber and Øjvind Moestrup for helpful information. 
 
Biecheler, B. (1952). Recherches sur les Péridiniens. Bulletin Biologique de France et de Belgique. 
Supplément 36: [1]–vi, [1]–149, 75 figures.   

Flø Jørgesen, M. & Murray, S. (2004). Corrigendum: Amphidinium revisited. I. Redefinition of 
Amphidinium (Dinophyceae) based on cladistic and molecular phylogenetic analyses. Journal of 
Phycology 40(6): 1181. 

Flø Jørgesen, M., Murray, S. & Daugbjerg, N. (2004). Amphidinium revisited. I. Redefinition of 
Amphidinium (Dinophyceae) based on cladistic and molecular phylogenetic analyses. Journal of 
Phycology 40: 351–365, 6 figures. 

Herdman, E.C. (1922 '1921'). Notes on dinoflagellates and other organisms causing discolouration 
of the sand at Port Erin II. Proceedings and Transactions of the Liverpool Biological Society 36: 
15–30, 9 figures and a map.   

http://phycobank.org/NNNNNN


                                      
No. 337 (26 June 2024) ISSN 2009-8987 

 

Page 2 of 2 
Copyright: © 2024 The authors. Open access article distributed under Creative Commons Attribution License CC BY-NC. 

 

	

Turland, N. (2019). The Code decoded. A user's guide to the International Code of Nomenclature 
for algae, fungi, and plants. Second edition. [1]–196, 21 figures, 11 tables. Sofia: Pensoft 
Publishers. 

Turland, N.J., Wiersema, J.H., Barrie, F.R., Greuter, W., Hawksworth, D.L., Herendeen, P.S., 
Knapp, S., Kusber, W.-H., Li, D.-Z., Marhold, K., May, T.W., McNeill, J., Monro, A.M., Prado, 
J., Price, M.J. & Smith, G.F., editors (2018). International code of nomenclature for algae, fungi, 
and plants (Shenzhen Code) adopted by the Nineteenth International Botanical Congress 
Shenzhen, China, July 2017. Regnum Vegetabile, Vol. 159. pp. [i]-xxxviii, 1–253. Glashütten: 
Koeltz Botanical Books. 

Wulff, A. (1919). Ueber das Kleinplankton der Barentssee. Wissenschaftliche Meeresunter-
suchungen in Kiel 13(1): 95–125, 3 figures, 4 plates. 


